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Developing a Topic and Generating Search Terms
The library has tools to help you develop a topic for your project. These resources can help if you don’t have any topic ideas yet or if you have a general idea but need more background info. 

Start on the library homepage: http://lanecc.edu/library/
· Credo Reference (under Online Encyclopedias and Dictionaries). 
Useful for defining terms and getting general encyclopedia-type articles.

· SIRS Knowledge Source (under Research Databases >> General, all subjects)

Presents popular articles and information on controversial issues. Browsable by topic, visually, etc.

· CQ Researcher (under Research Databases >> General, all subjects). 
Presents broad overview of many topics. Easy to browse, even if you’re not sure of your 


topic. Presents pro-con arguments, maps, data, bibliographies etc.

Write down your initial topic idea as a question that can be answered by research. Use extra lines to adapt your topic or record other ideas as you research:

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Use the table below to brainstorm search terms that can be used to look for sources during your research. It can help to fill the out as much as the table as you can before you look at resources, and add to it as you are researching and reading. 

	Main idea words
Pick out the words that represent the main ideas from your topic above.
	

	Synonyms
List synonyms of your “main idea words.”
	

	Related Terms
List some related ideas.
	

	Context
Are there terms that will help you to place your topic in context? Think time, location, populations etc.
	


Remember, it might help to edit or re-evaluate your topic as you go!
